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Thank you all for attending tonight and for your participation with Monaleen Bórd na nÓg throughout 2010. In this report I would like to outline the events both on and off the field of play in our club over the sporting year of 2010.

We had a very successful year, with participation and enjoyment of our games by the children of our community being the key measure of that success.

On the field of play, a number of trophies were won including the Féile Footballers taking a national title in Derry, while the Féile hurlers were county champions and proudly represented Limerick .

The Under 16 Footballers added to the list of titles by winning the County Championship.
The club was well represented on County Development Panels also. Congratulations to all club players who achieved this distinction.

Calendar 

The Juvenile club have put together a 2011 calendar, which will be on sale very soon.  We hope this would be a valued memento for the children whose team photos adorn its pages. 

Brendan Killeen, John Gleeson and Conor Harty put a lot of effort into its production, with thanks also due to John Halas who photographed the groups at various training sessions and matches. 

Training

Training continued throughout the year, with breaks for Summer and Christmas. Thanks to all who give so generously of their time to provide this coaching. 

Indoor training is ongoing through the winter for beginner’s football, hurling and camogie. The older groups train away outdoors under lights.
Finance

Thanks to Richard Coughlan for the meticulous work he puts in to keep the finance of the Bord na nOg fully accounted for and up to date.   

P.R.O.

Brendan Killeen continued in his role as Public Relations Officer. Through his work the activities of the various teams were updated on the website and in the Limerick Leader. Matt Page combined with Brendan to give the reports from the Seniors. Brendan has taken a more active role in continuous updating of the website, and is always active in prompting teams for weekly notes. During the playing season, its a very useful connection between the club and the public so thanks to all teams who provide this content, and I hope you continue to do so in 2011. Coaches may be busy enough with the actual coaching, so perhaps each team could seek out a journalistically inclined parent to help in this regard.

Lights 

The upgraded floodlights were put in place early in 2010 and they are a fantastic facility to have at the club. Training can continue throughout the short evenings under lights, which is a great advantage in keeping continuity in the teams.

Many people put a lot of effort into getting the lights in place with special thanks to Ger Carew who was the main driving force. 

Fundraising

A number of events were organised to raise funds this year : Table Quiz, Church Gate Collection, Bag Packing (with thanks to the camogie club). We also raised some money through the Vodafone support your club scheme. Thanks to all who organised these events. 

Children’s Officer

Emer Gleeson took up the role of Children’s Officer and has done some very good work on behalf of the children. She has attended numerous seminars/courses on this important role in any sports club, and has drawn up club policies on these matters. 
Emer was also the contact point in organising the Garda Vetting Scheme which is now mandatory for all sports coaches. Thanks to Emer for her time and effort. 
Registrar

Louise Mullen took on the role of registrar in 2010. Managing the hundreds of registrations in the juvenile club is a significant task , so Louise deserves credit and thanks for volunteering to take this on. 

First Aid / Defibrillators 

During the year we had refresher first aid and defibrillator courses, and a number of coaches attended these. The Defibrillator is installed in the dressing rooms. 

Cúl Camp

We had another very successful Summer Camp at the club in July. The numbers participating was a lower this year. Thanks to the County Board for their assistance in organising this.  

Camogie Club

The Camogie club continue operating with great success with huge participation and plenty of success on the field. We wish to congratulate them on their continued success.
Ladies Football

Ladies Football is growing and getting stronger at the club over that past couple of years, and seems poised to continue its growth. Colman, Finbar and Liz are just some of those involved in the teenage section and have been very successful. Tom Bonfil continues with a large group of 9-11 year olds and John Donaghy has led some great work at Under 8 level. Congratulations also to the Monaleen Schools teams who recently won their finals.
Lotto

The Senior Club Lotto was a successful fundraiser for the club this year and we wish it every success again next year. Considering the harsh economic environment, it cannot be taken for granted, so work will have to be done to retain its large levels of community support.
Team Reports 2010
The players were training hard and playing hard throughout the year.  The following reports come from each of the groups, telling what they were up to during 2010
Under 6 Hurling
We are concentrating on the fundamental skills of the game - getting familiar with the hurley parts, basic hurley grip; standing position; the hurley swing; striking the ball.

We are also doing some bean bag work. We are doing solo runs with the bean bags; also jumping to catch the bean bags from the coaches/parents raised hands.This is a good exercise as it gets the parents involved.

We finish off with a game for the last 15/20 minutes of the session

I have two parents involved full time also: Alan Murnane and Joe Langan, which is a big help.
Pat McMahon 
Under 6/7 Football

We are training every Monday evening, and need more help! 

Barry Coffey
U7 Hurling 

2010 saw further growth in the number of underage & beginners enjoying the great sport of hurling. We started 2010 with 46 registered players – that number now approaches 55. In September we split the growing group into two separately coached groups. John Twomey & Barry Coffey coach U7 while Pat McMahon and his newly recruited assistants coach U6.

The hurlers enjoyed several outings to neighbouring clubs where the continuous improvement in their skills could be seen and enjoyed by all, including their very supportive parents. Special thanks to Ahane GAA for being excellent hosts. Indoor hurling in Milford School Gym continues to prove very beneficial, enabling our hurlers to practice throughout the winter months and to use the gym’s walls to build-up striking and, soon, catching skills. On that note, we appeal to our club’s Juvenile and Senior Boards to kick-start a project to build a hurling wall in the club’s main grounds. The benefit that a high wall will bring to club players, of all ages, in the Monaleen area will be immense. 

We thank all our colleagues in the Juvenile Board who supported us throughout the year, especially those who helped with finance, equipment, shop, player registration, first aid training and the children’s Christmas Party. We look forward to a great hurling year in 2011.

John Twomey, Barry Coffey, Pat McMahon
U8 Football 

This year was a good one for us once again.

We took part in all of the matches which were arranged by the Games and Coaching Committee. In all our games the boys performed well and we won the majority of our games. We also played matches against local teams and did equally well in these games. It is great to see the skill level increase year on year and watch the boys learning how to play in the different positions.  

We are going indoors for a number of weeks while the pitches are unplayable. Finally we hope the children continue to enjoy their football and we look forward to another enjoyable year. 

Ger Carew
U8 Hurling 

Coaches : John Dillon, Joe Power, Mick Aylward

Our group is made up of about 22 hurlers. We average about 15-18 boys per training session. We began the year in February with coaching sessions taking place in Milford Hall. By Easter we had moved outdoors. We played our first match of the year against Patrickswell in May. This was followed by a blitz against St Patricks and Ballybrown and before we took our summer break we played Ahane in June. We resumed training in September again and have played four matchs since against Patrickswell, Adare, St Patricks and Ahane. We also have another challange match organized against Mungret. 

John Dillon

Under 9 Hurling & Football
The Under 9 football and hurling squads enjoyed their season immensely with some great progress made at training and participation in a number of blitzes and challenge matches. 
The football squad made some very noticeable improvements in their skills with training sessions becoming more focused with the players getting something from most sessions, which previously was not the case. We are lucky to have a good number of parents taking part in the coaching.

Hurling training is also progressing well –not as lucky with the number of coaches as the football, but progress is still being made. It was heartening to see a handful of new players in September as player retention will be a big issue for any hurling squad in the club.

We joined forces with the Under 10s for some “Lifting the Treaty” football blitzes in Mungret, Claughaun, Ahane and Monaleen, and hurling blitzes in Monaleen and Ahane. Outr performances were good, with some wins and losses. It tended to be tough going for some of the less strong 9’s to get involved when playing with the 10’s.
A memorable day was the trip to Waterford in May for the Munster Inter Cities Blitz, where, again, we teamed up with the 10’s and travelled to St Saviours who were excellent hosts, and also played St. Finbarr’s of Cork. Unfortunately another Cork club failed to show up on the day. Not to worry, a good trip for the team as the first away trip for these boys. 
We also had two hurling games in Ahane, and football games in Mungret and Claughaun.

The Community Games Football team was largely drawn from this Under 9 squad with a few additions form the Under 10s. We lost by a point to eventual champions Ahane in the first round, before comfortably beating Murroe-Boher. The quarter final against St. Kierans at home was a strange game which Monaleen dominated except for a 5 minute spell in the second half when St Kierans scored 4 goals. We lost by a point on a scoreline of 4-1 to 1-9. 
Kevin McGrath

Under 10 Hurling

The U10 hurlers are a small but committed group. Attendance at training is always good and the boys’ skill level has increased steadily over the season. 

We hosted a successful blitz in April and we travelled to Waterford in May to the Munster Inter-Cities blitz where we performed very well. We also played in the Ahane U10 tournament in September. At the end-of-season blitz in October we won all our matches so we are looking forward to next season with confidence. 

A negative note is the lack of parental involvement with this team. I would appeal to some of you to come forward and take an active part in the running of the team. It is not a difficult job but it is a lot for one person to do on their own.

John Gleeson

Under 10 Football

The under 10 footballers are a fantastic group of boys showing great enthusiasm for the game. They are a small group, bu those boys in the group are committed and have great attendance records at training.

Training this year has focussed on the basic skills : hand passing, soloing, pick-ups, catching.

The group played a number of matches this year. We had a trip to Laten in Tipperary early in the year. The team played and beat Na Piarsaigh, and also played Mungret a number of times, again recording victories. The team participated in the Mackey Cluster Blitzes, hosting one blitz and travelling for blitzes in Munget, Claughaun and Ahane.

The Milford school 11-and-a-half team was very successful this year, and included many players from this squad. The Monaleen school team performed well also, with the Milford vs Monaleen match proving interesting as the players were spread across both teams.

Michael Campbell & Jim Canny

Under 11 Hurling
Feb 12th started back training.

March 13th - went to St. Josephs Co. Clare, and lost to a very strong team.

Thursday 22nd April - first match in Mackey Clusters - we played Ballinacurra over the Summer, we also played St. Patricks, Claughan, Pallaskenry and Ballybrown.  With few subs, we more than held our own.

Saturday 22nd May - Monaleen hosts U 11 Blitz’s with Ahane and Faughs of Dublin visiting us.  On the day, we came out winners.

Many thanks to all who helped out.  Our end of season match is on Friday 26th v Claughan in the Gaelic Grounds.

Special thanks to Colm & Gerry for all their help, and we look forward to 2011.

John Nicholas 
Under 11 Football

This past year has been a good year for us. We entered two teams in the U12 football leagues and the U11’s competed as a unit and performed very well.

We played big clubs who entered only one team and were unlucky not to come out winners on two occasions. We won as many games as we lost and played some great football showing great grit and determination against teams very often towering over us. We played eight league fixtures throughout the spring and summer.

We also travelled outside the county for matches and played on the same day as the seniors in Killarney and on this occasion we came off the victors. This year was a good one for us as our panel has even increased in size to twenty nine players and every effort was made to play as many as possible from the panel in every fixture. Well done to all the boys for their effort on the field and we look forward in hope to a great year in 2011.

Many thanks 

Ger Carew
Under 12 Hurling and Football
The U12s this year competed in both A hurling and football leagues.

The season started in April and finished in September with a game each week that alternated between hurling and football.

The football panel had 25 players registered and all played a vital part as the season progressed, the hurling boasted a panel of 20, all but 5 play both disciplines.

Teams encountered along the way in hurling were Murroe Boher, Patrickswell, Na Piarsaigh, Kilmallock, Adare, Newcastlewest, Kildimo, Mungret and Doon.

Results: W4, L3, D2.

The football league had a home and away arrangement with trips to Mungret, Newcastlewest, Fr Caseys and Kilmallock.

Results: W6, L2.

The year also took us to St Josephs for Hurling and to Kerry(Dr Crokes) and Croke Park (Vs Newport, Tramore and South Liberties) for football, we also hosted Erin`s Own from Cork for hurling and Mitchels from Kerry for football.

The Limerick games and coaching board have introduced their hurling and football school of excellence this summer to further enhance player skills and there were many of our young players in attendance.

A special thanks to Niall Neville and Paudie Carmody for their help with our football team this year and to Barry Fitzpatrick for his time given to our hurlers, unfortunately due to work commitments Barry will no longer be available for the new season.

As we now prepare to finish 2010, Shane Mullane (club senior hurler) has expressed an interest in coaching this group and gives us all (players and coaches)a boost for the coming year. 

Thank you to Pat Culhane and Noel Hartigan (Limerick GAA Coaching) and a special mention to our own juvenile club, Ger Carew, Kevin McGrath and Richard Coughlan for all their hard work and effort in 2010.

Colman O’Leary

Under 13/14 Hurling

Monaleen U14 hurling went through the year with a 100% record in Limerick to complete a memorable treble by winning Feile Na nGael, All County League and County Championship Titles.

The season commenced with a victories over Patrickswell and Newcastle West to reach the Feile final where we met Kilmallock. Played in front of a very large attendance in Bruff, Monaleen ran out comfortable victors on a scoreline of 7.11 to 3.05. This was the first victory in the Feile for 20 years.

Monaleen then beat Ahane and  Mungret comprehensively to meet Adare in the final of the All County Hurling Final with Monaleen winning on a scorleine of 2.08 to 1.04.

Next up was Feile in Sixmilebridge , which was a great experience for all involved . Having beaten both Sixmilebtridge and Eire Og Ennis we were knocked out of the competition by a very good Kilkenny team, O Loughlin Gaels, after a fantastic battle. This was in fact the only defeat this team had during 2010. Monaleen represented Limerick hurling admirably and were chosen as the best dressed team at the Feile parade.

Next up was the commencement of the County Championship with group wins over Doon, Kilmallock, Patrickswell, Murroe-Boher and Ahane.

Ballybrown were next up at the quarter final and a big win for Monaleen was followed up by defeating Adare 3.17 to 1.05 in the semi final.

This set up a match for the first time this year with the team who had knocked this team out of the U12 championship 2 years previously - Na Piarsaigh. This was a cracking game of hurling with Na Piarsaigh racing into an early 7pt lead after 5 minutes . However this Monaleen team are made of stern stuff and and rallied well to win out on a scoreline of 5.08 to 2.13.

Panel 

Oisin Kelly, Leo Morrisson, Daniel Power, Ronan Murphy, Reiss Connolly, Jack Cleary, Lorcan Lyons, Cian O’Brien, Thomas Holmes, Rory Cunningham, Andrew La Touche Cosgrave, Jamie Porter, John Nicholas, Brian Donovan, Shane Doyle, Edward Doyle, Domhnaill Dooley, Sean Gleeson, Colm O’Kane, Kevin Gleeson, Darragh Murphy, Alan Nicholas and Kevin Ryan .

Mentors

Eamonn Doyle,  John Doyle,  Leo Morrisson, Brian Geary, Damian Cosgrave and Dermot Foley. 

County Panel

Eight of the U14 panel went on represent Limerick at Tony Forrestal and Sonny Larkin competition: Edward Doyle, Cian O’Brien, John Nicholas, Andrew La Touche Cosgrave, Lorcan Lyons,  Jamie Porter, Ronan Murphy and Rory Cunningham
John Doyle
Under 13/14 Football 

Our U14 Footballers had a fantastic year which peaked on July 4th when we won the final of our division at the All-Ireland Féile na nÓg in Derry. 

The season started slowly but really got going when we came from behind to beat Fr Caseys in the Feile semi-final. We gave a great performance to beat Galbally in the Feile final and so it was off to Derry where after a lot of tough football we found ourselves at half-time in the final defending a lead while playing into a gale. A tough Letterkenny team pulled us back to a draw but the boys really dug deep and came out on top by two points. Great scenes of celebration followed and the trip home and the reception on arrival will be remembered for a long time.

Earlier in the season we had also won the All County League title after a hard-fought final against Mungret. It was disappointing then that on two occasions in the Championship we failed to get 15 together and so were eliminated from the competition. 

Great credit must go to the fund-raising committee who organised the transport, accommodation, playing gear etc for the trip to Derry.

Selectors: Mike Crowley, Dan Donovan, John Gleeson, Tony Power, Michael Sheahan

John Gleeson
Under 15/16 Hurling
We played in the 13 aside competition, playing 5 games winning 2, drawing 1 and losing 2.We qualified for the semi-final but were beaten by 2 points against Hospital. As the year went on it was hard to get numbers out especially for Saturday games. There is a core of very committed players in this age group who should be encouraged to continue playing with the club.

Thanks to Sean McGrath and Charlie O’Neill for their help with the team during the year and also any parent who helped with lifts etc. to matches.

Tony Power
Under 16 Girls Football
The season finished recently (6th Nov) with a replay of the U16 novice final Vs St Patricks, a game that had been scheduled to be played in May after the first game failed to separate the two teams.

St Patricks were the eventual winners on this occasion after yet another titanic battle between these two sides.

The league games played this year were a home win against Athea and Adare and an away win against St Patricks.

We traveled to Lissycasey in Clare and to St Michaels in Cork, we also play our near neighbours in Ahane.

Our involvement with this group was only intended to get them through the first season and make `em competitive so that they might enjoy their football, we have now finished our second season and to the girls credit they have shown tremendous character and a great appetite for the game and are already looking forward to the new season 2011.

Having won the U14 novice title last year, it now means that this group will play the new  U16 season in the higher league which will provide stiffer opposition and a greater challenge. 

A special thanks to coaches Liz O`Leary, Colm Donegan and Donal Geraghty for all their time and effort.

Colman O’Leary
Under 15 Hurling 

Monaleen U 15 hurling were very happy to compete at A grade in the under 15 All County Hurling League after winning the County U14 B Championship in 2009. 

With a 1.11 to 0.02 win over Claghaun and walkover from Patrickswell, Monaleen played 2009 A Count Champs Doon in the semi final. This proved to be a fantastic game of hurling, with Monaleen putting in a brilliant second half performance, and were unlucky to finish on a scoreline 2.09 to 18pts. 

This performance should bode well for the U16 championship in 2011.

John Doyle
Under 15/16 Football

Under 16 A Football Co. Championship

We began our campaign in March with an away match to Ballybrown, on a snowy, muddy pitch we played out a draw. 3-5 each.

Our second match away to Oola, on a cold and showery evening we lost 1-4 to 1-6.

Our third game was at home to Na Piarsaigh. We were well beaten, 2-13 to 1-3.

Our fourth match away to Deel Rangers gave us our first victory 3-7 to 1-3, on the 13th May.

Next up was a 1-10 to 1-5 win over Bruff.

Sixth was at home to Mungret, we played a great game the score ending level at 3-10 to 4-7. 

By now it was mid July and we had to travel to Fr.Caseys for the seventh game. This turned out to be a real ‘battle’ in every sense of the word. The score ending level, 0-7 to 1-4. We would meet again!

It was proving difficult to field full teams during August, however we travelled to Kilmallock for the eighth game. This was a huge shock for everyone as we lost 1-3 to 3-10, missing at least 8 players.

Match no.9 – we had to get a victory over St. Pats at home to qualify in second-last place. We duly delivered in style winning 4-10 to 1-1.

We had now qualified for the county quarterfinals V. Na Piarsaigh away.

We won a dramatic game by a single point, despite being down a man after 15 minutes. Score line read: 2-10 to 2-9.

In the semi finals vs. Ballybrown in Fedamore, we won easily 3-12 to 1-3.

County Final

We were forced to wait 4 weeks for the county final against our friends Fr.Caseys. This game was played in Killmallock on Saturday 30th October, what a day to remember. We played with a slight breeze to lead at half time 0-6 to 0-4.

After 15 minutes of second half we had an 8-point lead, which was reduced to 4. However, we finished the better side, winning our first u.16 football championship in 9 years, 2-8 to 0-10. 

A huge thanks to all the panel of players who gave everything to both Mick Kelliher and myself. We will also remember the support we got on the day when Patrick Birmingham lifted the cup to tremendous celebrations that finished that evening in Superdine Restaurant.

Here’s to looking forward to Minor Football 2011/12.

Games Summary 

	R1
	Monaleen
	3-5
	Ballybrown
	3-5
	A

	R2
	Monaleen
	1-4
	Oola
	1-6
	A

	R3
	Monaleen
	1-3
	Na Piarsaigh
	2-13
	H

	R4
	Monaleen
	3-7
	Deel Rangers
	1-3
	A

	R5
	Monaleen
	1-10
	Bruff
	1-5
	H

	R6
	Monaleen
	3-10
	Mungret
	 4-7
	H

	R7
	Monaleen
	0-7
	Fr.Caeys
	1-4
	A

	R8
	Monaleen
	1-3
	Kilmallock
	4-10
	A

	R 9
	Monaleen
	4-10
	St.Pats
	1-1
	H

	QF
	Monaleen
	2-10 
	Na Piarsaigh
	2-9
	A

	SF
	Monaleen
	3-12 
	Ballybrown
	1-3
	(FEDAMORE)

	F
	Monaleen
	2-8 
	Fr.Caseys
	0-10
	(KILMALLOCK)


Played: 12 Won: 6 Drawn: 3 Lost: 3 Scored: 24-89 Conceded: 21-76

Scorers (RECORDED)

	E. Quinlan 
	6-23
	H. McGrath 
	0-4

	L. Danaher 
	5-11
	M. Hoare 
	0-4

	P. Crosse 
	2-2
	P. Birmingham 
	0-4

	C. Bonfil 
	1-2
	M. McCarthy 
	0-4

	P. Butler 
	1-2
	M. Dillon 
	0-2

	M. Morrissey 
	1-2
	JJ. McDonnell 
	0-2

	B. Kelliher 
	1-2
	D. Grant 
	0-2

	R. Joyce 
	1-2
	P. O’Kane 
	0-2


PANEL

1. E. Quinlan; 2.L. Danaher ; 3. P. Crosse; 4. C. Bonfil; 5. P. Butler; 6. M. Morrissey;  7. B. Kelliher; 

8. R. Joyce; 9. H. McGrath; 10. M. Hoare; 11. P. Birmingham; 12. M. McCarthy; 13. M. Dillon;
14. JJ. McDonnell;  15. D. Grant; 16. P. O’Kane;  17. C. O’Dwyer; 18. J. Sheehan; 19. E. Clancy; 

20. S. Griffin; 21. B. Burns; 22. C. Malone; 23. S. Power
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